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In HIS Grip to Finish Well, 

Sandy and Sharon 

  

Dear Ministry Partners, 

As we continue to wind down our time as full-time staff with 
FamilyLife through the end of the summer we were privileged 
to celebrate with hundreds of others the 42-year ministry of 
Dennis and Barbra Rainey with FamilyLife on June 7. What an 
amazing legacy of vision and leadership they leave for the next 
generation to follow in their footsteps. They will be sorely 
missed but even in leaving both shared that evening, among 
other things, they are convinced FamilyLife’s most significant 
days for the Kingdom of God are still in the future. Sharon and I 
could not agree more as we are about to step aside from full-time ministry ourselves at the end of August… but still plan to be 
involved with marriage ministry in our church and community in some way. 

Among the many special guests that attended was a single Cru staff lady of more than 46 years named Ney Bailey. Most would 
agree Ney had more influence in starting FamilyLife (or the “Campus Crusade for Christ Family Emphasis” as it was first names) 
than anyone else in attendance including the Rainey’s.  I had the privilege to meet and introduce Ney personally when she 
spoke at a New Staff Ordination Ceremony in the spring of 2007.  The following is a portion of what Ney shared with the new 
Cru staff members about the beginning stages of FamilyLife that evening in her own words: 

Back in 1971, part of my job was to help oversee Cru staff women on college campuses. My heart was grieved when I visited 
the home of a couple whose marriage appeared to be in trouble. Four years later I encountered the same couple on yet 
another campus. My heart was stricken to see that they had been promoted, but their marriage difficulties had worsened. 
To think that they’d been given more responsibility and yet their marriage issues had been ignored broke my heart. I knew 

it did not honor God and I felt we were being irresponsible as 
an organization. At the next national meeting, I felt the 
burden — how long are we going to promote people when 
they are having difficulties in their marriages?”  And then 
without warning to myself or the others, I began to cry, and 
the crying turned into sobs as I put my head on the table and 
wept for what seemed like a long time. I have never had this 
happen before or since, but as I look back it was as though 
God was crying through me. We soon launched the family 
emphasis. 

Because you weep as well for the marriages and families of 
this world through your partnership we thank you and do our 
best to multiply your investment for HIS glory! 
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Prayer and Praise 

Ø Praise—I (Sandy) got to spend a few days with Michelle 
and Mathew’s families right after Memorial Day to see a 
few ball games and just relax after a very busy travel 
schedule in May helping with three new staff trainings. 

Ø Prayer—That we will both finish well with our ministry 
assignments during this very busy summer season for 
FamilyLife and for us personally. 

Ø Prayer and Praise—For Gene McClugage who is 
currently in transition taking over my responsibilities at 
FamilyLife and potentially with Cru at some point in the 
future.  There is a lot to learn, but he’s doing well so far. 

Ø Prayer—For our medical coverage transition from Cru’s 
medical coverage to Medicare which was more 
complicated and time-consuming than we anticipated. 


